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Retriever Field Trial Judging Fundam
entals and Checklist


	�

Consider the order birds are throw
n including the location/

nature of short birds. A
re they too distracting for the dog to 

locate other guns? D
o you really w

ant a short out of order flyer 
to distract a dog from

 locating subsequent longer m
arks?


 	�Retire guns w

ith m
inim

um
 distraction and avoid hiding them

 
in a deceiving location.


 	�W

ill the dogs disappear briefly on the blinds? W
ill handlers 

have a reasonable chance to get the dogs back on line w
hen 

they becom
e visible?Tim

e M
anagem

ent


 	�Consider the size of your field and the am
ount of daylight 

available w
hen you design your test. Consider the m

echanics 
that you w

ill have.


 	Set aside tim

e for the unexpected.


 	W

henever possible, avoid tests w
here traffi

c w
ill create delays.


 	�M

ake an equipm
ent list for the FT Com

m
ittee so that you have 

w
hat you need to begin. Item

s include: # of guns, birds, gun 
stands, blanks, live shells, brushing and # of holding blinds 
in the field and at line, chairs, radios, drinks, line m

at, blind 
m

arkers, bird dryers and the type and sequence of tests.


 	Post any instructions for tests, if required, in the holding blind.


 	Put holding blinds close to the line and keep tw

o full.


 	�Call “guns up” as dog is returning w

ith the last bird and receive 
off to side.


 	�Coordinate re-birds, gun changes, lunches, and any other 

delays in the action w
ith m

arshal.


 	�D

on’t be afraid to ask a handler to pick up his dog or have dog 
helped if he is clearly out of the com

petition.


 	M

inim
ize location changes w

ithin the day.

Retriever Field Trial Judging Fundam
entals and Checklist


 	�Place the bird rack close to the line, but not w

here dogs can get 
birds either com

ing or leaving the line. Rack should be dow
nw

ind.


 	�Place the w

orking and the honor dog so that each sees the 
birds, are not in the w

ay and can com
e and go effi

ciently 
w

ithout interfering.


 	N

ever “w
aste” tim

e – use extra tim
e to recheck next tests.


 	�Callbacks: D

iscuss callbacks w
ith your co-judge as the test 

proceeds. Try to break your dogs into three groups: a) In; b) O
ut; 

and c) To be discussed. U
se a tally sheet to check off dogs and 

to categorize dogs as they run as w
ell as m

onitor tim
e. W

hen 
review

ing the third group, break that group into groups of dogs 
w

ith sim
ilar perform

ance, rather than focusing on individual 
dogs. Keep or drop sim

ilar dogs in groups.

Fairness


 	�D
esign your test to m

inim
ize im

pact of changing conditions as 
m

uch as you can (light, w
ind, scenting, trails). Try to avoid “split” 

tests.


 	�Take notes that w

ill allow
 you to recall a dog’s perform

ance later.


 	�Judge the dog based on w

hat it does, not on reputation or past 
perform

ance.


 	�Callbacks should be consistent. D

ogs w
ith sim

ilar w
ork should 

be judged sim
ilarly and either called back together or dropped 

together.


 	Treat everybody w

ith courtesy.


 	�Know

 the Rulebook and review
 it and the Retriever Field Trial 

Judges M
anual often.


 	�Follow

 the Code of Sportsm
anship and the G

olden Rule. 
“Test and judge others as you w

ould like to be judged.”
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